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The Bible and the Climate
1. Surely the Bible says nothing about climate change?

The bible doesn’t directly address:
abortion, AIDS, euthanasia, nuclear energy

But theological and ethical principles still apply



The land ‘suffers’ (Jeremiah 12.4) 
The land ‘mourns’ (Hosea 4.1-3)
The earth ‘vomits’ (Leviticus 18.25-28) 
Creation ‘groans’ (Romans 8.19-22)

Francis Bacon René Descartes

The Bible and the Climate
2. Surely humans can’t change the global climate?



The Bible and the Climate
3. Isn’t the Gospel about saving souls?

Individuals

Churches

Communities

Creation

• Shalom = restored 
relationships

• “The good news of 
the Kingdom of God.”

• “The Kingdom of God 
is creation healed.”



The Bible and the Climate
4. Isn’t the earth doomed to destruction anyway?

‘Kainos’ not ‘neos’ = renewed not replaced!

“Heaven must receive him until the time comes for 
God to restore everything …” Acts 3:21

“He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making 
everything new!’” Revelation 21:5

“the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to 
decay and brought into the glorious freedom of the 
children of God.” Romans 8:21



• God’s plan, but human agency
• God’s purpose: bigger than ours
• God’s covenant: all living things

The Bible and the Climate
5. Isn’t tackling climate change God’s job not ours?



Towards a Theology of Climate Change
1. Theology of Creation

• creation is ‘all very good’ 
Genesis 1:31
• creation is God’s 
Psalm 24:1
• creation is in need of redemption
Romans 8:19-21
• Jesus is creation’s saviour & hope 
Colossians 1:15-20



 Humanity is part of creation
“made from the dust of the earth” Genesis 2.7

 Humanity is called apart within creation
“made in the image of God” Genesis 1.28
“tend and keep” / “serve and preserve” Gen. 2.15

Towards a Theology of Climate Change
2. Theological anthropology



“Tackling poverty, disease, war, injustice, 
economic inequality, 
natural disasters, 
biodiversity loss 
without tackling 
climate change, 
is like trying to mop up a flood 
with a bucket full of holes. 
Climate Change exacerbates 
all the other problems.” 

Dr. Katharine Hayhoe

Towards a Theology of Climate Change
3. Theology of justice



Genesis 41:16 “I cannot do it, but God will give the answer” 
We can’t save the planet on our own! 

41:26 “This food should be held in reserve”
Living within limits

41:57 “All the countries came to Egypt 
to buy grain”
Think global. Act local … 
welcome the stranger & refugee.

Joseph, Food Security & Climate Refugees

Towards a Theology of Climate Change
4. Practical & pastoral theology



“God will redeem the whole 
universe; Jesus’ resurrection is 
the beginning of that new life, 

the fresh grass growing through 
the concrete of corruption and 

decay in the old world.”
N. T. Wright

“Surprised by Hope” p.134

Towards a Theology of Climate Change
5. Theology of hope



Shalom

Kingdom
of God

Towards a Theology of Climate Change
5. Theology of hope



Principles
1. Theology of creation 
2. Theological anthropology
3. Theology of justice
4. Practical / pastoral theology
5. Theology of hope

Ethics
• Wonder & restraint
• Humility & service
• Neighbour-care
• Integral response
• Joyful action

Towards a Theology of Climate Change



Being Church in the real world
“Your kingdom come, 
Your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.”


